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Regiment; but to my dismay received a telegram from the War
Office to report to the Director of Personal Services at the War
Office in London. It seemed indescribably foolish that the
Intelligence Officer who knew the country, and possessed every
detail of the enemy organization, should be removed at the
moment of his usefulness. But it was so.

I received a magnificent send-oHTrcm the cadets at Salisbury,
who came to a man to the station, again at Gwelo going south,
and again at Buluwayo, I stopped on board the Edinburgh
Castle which was just leaving port on its return trip to England.

We sailed at night without lights, an inconvenience which for
myself was thrilling, but one which among South African
magnates, accustomed to every luxury, raised loud protests.
But their lamentations quickly ceased when a wireless message
was re.ceived that the Uarnburg-Amcrika liner, Der Kaiser
Willwlm Dcr Gross* 9 a corsair of the high seas, was raiding British
shipping und in the twinkling of an eye had transformed itself
into a cruiser armed with six-inch guns.

Ahead of us was the (ialicia^ and a message informed us that
she had been overhauled with a shot across her bows and turned
back to Cape Town. The Captain flogged his engines at high
speed, and a sharp look-out was kept for this gigantic German
liner, at that time the largest ship afloat. As we were passing
TonerHFe wo heard that the Kaiser Wilkdni had coaled in Santa
Cruz but a few hours before, and was hiding round the other
side of the island. The furnaces were stoked up ; and, receiving
a message to divert our course and make lor Gibraltar, our liner
fled like a greyhound, leaving miles of phosphorescent churnings
in its wake, and eluded the German cruiser, which itself, a day
later, after a battle lasting for eight hours, was sunk by the
British light cruiser, the IKftfiJly&r* The Ilighjlyer pursued us to
Gibraltar; and standing on the quayside, now in uniform,
I witnessed the disembarkation of prisoners of war, German
sailors in uniform and Gorman citizens, who wore to be interned
at Gibraltar for four years.

No sooner was the Edinburgh Castle alongside than an army of
carpenters and naval ratings came on board, and inside twelve
hours transformed the promenade decks into troop decks, and
erected stables. They unceremoniously turned out the first
class passengers, who were again loud in their complaint, and
packed them into the second class cabins in the after part of the
ship ; and in the morning the isl Battalion of the Royal Scots